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NEHA ALAWADHI
NewDelhi,9July

India is an importantmarket
for Zoom, and the company
is planning to invest and hire
more talent in the country,
Velchamy Sankarlingam, the
videoconferencing app’s
president of engineering and
product, said in a blogpost
onMedium.

Sankarlingam joined his
new role on June 12, and in a
post titled ‘Why I Joined
ZoomandOur Commitment
to India’, spoke at length
aboutwhy India is a keymar-
ket for Zoomand the compa-
ny’s commitment towards
building a great video com-
munications product.

“We also have plans for
significant investment in the

country over the next five
years and beyond, including
expanding our footprint and
hiringmore top talent in the
region. India is andwill con-
tinue to be an importantmar-
ket for Zoom, andwe are
excited to build on the excit-
ing opportunities we see in
the region,” he said in the
post. He also addressed the
issue of Zoom’s origin and

identity, which has often
beenwronglymentioned
as Chinese.

In thewake of the recent
ban on 59 newChinese apps
andReliance launching a
videoconferencing app called
JioMeet, whose design is
extremely similar to Zoom,
there have been calls for ban-
ning the app in India.

“Zoom is aUS firm, pub-

licly traded on theNasdaq,
founded andheadquartered
in San José, California. And
likemany global technology
companies, Zoomhas offices
in China operated by sub-
sidiaries of theUS parent
company,” said Sankarl-
ingam in the post. Zoom’s
presence in India is repre-
sented on the ground by an
office inMumbai, aswell as
two data centres (one in
Mumbai and one inHyder-
abad), he added.

Concerns around safety
and security on Zoomhad
surfaced globally and in India
inApril, after theMinistry of
HomeAffairs and the Comp-
uter EmergencyResponse
Team-Indian (CERT-In)
issued advisories against the
use of the platform.

Zoomplanstoinvest,hireinIndia

AMRITHA PILLAY
Mumbai,9July

B PandReliance Industries (RIL) on
Thursday announced the com-
mencement of their new fuel

retailing andmobility joint venture (JV).
The JV will now begin rebranding RIL
fuel retail outlets to Jio-BP.

The newly launched JV company is
namedRelianceBPMobility (RBML), the
firms said in a joint statement. The new
entity will also look to provide electric
vehicle charging and other low-carbon
solutions over time.

RIL and BP had signed a definitive
agreement for the JV in December last
year and had then said that the retail
operations would be run under the Jio-
BP branding.

The agreement also stated that RIL
would transfer ownership of its existing
fuel retailnetwork,alongwithaccess to its
aviation fuel business, to the new entity.

The statement added that RBML had
received marketing authorisation for
transportation fuels, among other neces-
sary regulatory and statutory approvals.

“TheJVwillbeginselling fuelandCastrol
lubricants with immediate effect from
existing retail outlets, which will be

rebranded‘Jio-BP’ induecourse,” itadded.
BP has paid RIL $1 billion for a 49 per

cent stake in the joint venture,whileRIL
will hold the remaining 51 per cent.
“Following initial agreements in 2019,BP
and RIL teams worked closely in a chal-
lenging environment to complete the
transaction,” said the joint statement.

TheJV looks to expand the fuel retail-
ing network of 1,400 outlets to 5,500 in
thenext five years. The statement added
that the expansion would also lead to
staff augmentation. “This rapid growth
will require a 4x increase in staff
employed in service stations— growing
from 20,000 to 80,000 during the peri-
od,” it said.

In the aviation fuel supply segment,
theJV looks to increase itspresence from
30 to 45 airports, in the coming years. It
would look to leverage RIL’s presence
across 21 states and its millions of con-
sumers through the Jio digital platform,
the statement added.

“Reliance is expanding on its strong
andvaluedpartnershipwithBP, to estab-
lish an all-India presence in retail and
aviation fuel. RBML will aim to be a
leader in mobility and low-carbon solu-
tion, bringing cleaner and affordable
options to Indianconsumerswithdigital
and technology being our key enablers,”
said Mukesh Ambani, chairman and
managing director of RIL.

RIL, BP to rebrand outlets
as fuel retailing JV debuts
Will looktoprovideEV
charging,low-carbon
solutionsovertime
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Zoom is a US firm, not
Chinese, publicly
traded on Nasdaq,
founded and
headquartered in San
José, says President
of Engineering and
Product, Velchamy
Sankarlingam

NOTICE
DECLARATION OF AN INTERIM DIVIDEND

AND RECORD DATE
The Board of Directors has at its meeting held on Thursday, July 9, 2020, declared an Interim
Dividend of `5 per equity share of `1 each of the Company. The Interim Dividend shall be paid on
Friday, July 31, 2020 to the equity shareholders of the Company, whose names appear in the
Register of Members of the Company or in the records of the Depositories as beneficial owners of
the shares as onFriday, July 17, 2020which is theRecordDate fixed for the purpose.
The above information is also available on the website of the Company (www.tcs.com) and on the
website of the stock exchanges where the shares of the Company are listed, i.e., BSE Limited
(www.bseindia.com) andNational StockExchange of India Limited (www.nseindia.com).
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